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Dear Friends of the South Platte Enhancement Board (SPEB): 

 

Thank you for reviewing our 2008 Annual Report.  I am honored to have been selected to 

serve a one-year term as President for the South Platte Enhancement Board starting in 

March, 2009. 

 

Rick McLoud was the President for 2008 and his accomplishments in one short year are 

indeed impressive.  He championed creation of three committees and working documents 

for some of the Outstanding Remarkable Values (ORVs) identified in the South Platte 

Protection Plan (SPPP).  These committees are:  Fisheries/Water Quality, Recreation/

Scenic, and Wildlife/Cultural values.  This type of focus and organization are qualities 

that Rick provided during his tenure as President and I hope to keep his good work 

moving forward. 

 

SPEB was created, in part, due to water and resource concerns in this area of the South 

Platte.  The SPPP led to the decision to create this Board, and protect these resources in 

the best possible way.  Many steps have been taken by this diverse group of board 

members over the last 4 years to identify immediate needs and long term goals. 

 

2009 is going to be a challenging time with our initial $1 million endowment fund 

shrinking to roughly $800,000, due to market conditions.  We will need to re-assess our 

grant giving capabilities (originally intended to be the profit from the $1 million 

endowment) and determine if we should place more emphasis on fundraising.  We also 

need to continue our identification of the resources that we are charged to protect and 

focus on the prioritization of both resources and partnerships.  If multiple grants to 

deserving non-profits who perform this work in the region is minimized or placed on hold, 

we need to secure our ability to continue this legacy.  Our stakeholders are a richly diverse 

group and through our outreach efforts we have no doubt that we can continue to fulfill 

our mission. 

 

I would like to thank Don Kennedy for his continued role as Treasurer, Dennis Larratt for 

his recent role of Secretary, Steve Dougherty for chairing the grant committee and all the 

board members for their work on the above noted committees, their insight, high energy 

and humor. 

 

Amy P. Ito 

President Elect 

South Platte Enhancement Board 

Message from the President 
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 Executive Committee 

Rick McLoud           Tom Krol         Amy Ito      Don Kennedy   Dennis Larratt 

President            Past President        President Elect      Treasurer  Secretary 

Suburban Water             Fish, Wildlife, etc.        Jefferson County             Denver Water  Motorized Rec.

  

Board Members 

Chuck Dennis               Steve Dougherty, Grants Chair         Dan Drucker  Bob Foster 

Timber   Water Recreation             Park County   Grazing 

Eric Howell          Jim Idema               Becky Long 

At Large           Property Owner              Fish, Wildlife, etc. 

Cheryl Matthews          Mike McHugh              Kevin Natapow 

Douglas County          Suburban Water              Fish, Wildlife, etc. 

Tod Bacigalupi           Brooke Fox,     Bill Hamilton    Vic Ecklund 

Fish, Wildlife, etc           At Large      Non-Motorized Rec.  At Large 

Meet our Board Members 

Thanks To Our Retiring Board Members 



 6 

 

 

Purpose 
The South Platte Enhancement Board (SPEB) is established to support 

projects that enhance and preserve the values (otherwise referred to as  

Resource Values,(ñRVsò) within portions of the South Platte River and 

the North Fork of the South Platte River (the ñEligible Areaò).  Among 

other functions, the Enhancement Board will determine distributions 

from an endowment fund which will be under the day-to-day 

management of an independent trustee. Funds contributed to the 

endowment are restricted as per the provisions of the SPEB Bylaws and 

may only revert to the donor upon designation of any or all of the 

Eligible Area as Wild & Scenic. The endowment fund contributions 

from members of the Enhancement Board will total at least one million 

dollars over three years, beginning six months after the Forest Service 

has taken a final agency action deciding not to recommend designation 

of the areas which it has identified as eligible along the South Platte 

and North Fork. 

Goals 
Maintain and enhance resource values to ensure the Forest Service 

does not need to designate the river corridor under the Wild and 

Scenic Rivers Act 

Manage SPEB Endowment 

Balance protection of habitat, ecosystem and human values and 

uses  

Provide comments on efforts with the potential to impact the South 

Platte River 

Monitor and oversee implementation of the South Platte Protection 

Plan (SPPP) 

Protect and enhance resource values in the SPPP corridor 

Establish and foster a public dialogue and community support 

through outreach and advocacy work 

Promote and support cooperative and coordinated management of 

resource values 

Provide leadership to pursue appropriate recreational management 

opportunities 

Act as a sounding board for the implementation of the SPPP 

Encourage a common dialogue among a broad cross-section of 

interests and users 

Purpose and Goals 
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 SPEB continued its monthly meeting schedule in 2008 with program 

discussion, presentations by experts and field trips to various locations 

along the river corridor.  A summary of 2008 meeting topics is provided 

in Table # below.  As required as part of the SPPP, the annual Streamflow 

Management Plan meeting and the Denver Water Planning Task Force 

meeting was held on May 14, 2008.   

 

 In addition to its regular meetings, SPEB maintains its website:  

www.southplatte.org .  The website contains a description of SPEB and 

its activities, contact information, grant program information and dead-

lines, and links to important documents. 

Table 4.  2008 SPEB Board Meeting Special Presentations and Field Trips 

Board 

Meeting 

Presenter Affiliation Subject 

January  Don Kennedy SPEB & Denver Water Denver Waterõs Strontia Springs  

Rehabilitation Project 

February Mike McHugh SPEB Proposed Bylaw revisions 

March Rick McLoud SPEB President New plan to determine status of Out-

standing Resource Values 

April Harry Hall,  Jim Rasmussen Trout Unlimited Gill Trail project status 

May Jim Idema SPEB Fishery Committee Status 

June Steve Dougherty SPEB Grant Approvals 

July Bob Foster SPEB & Lost Valley 

Ranch 

Annual field trip to South Platte River, 

including Lost Valley Ranch 

August Don Kennedy, Mike McHugh SPEB Wildlife Committee report 

September Carol Ekarius 

Neil Sperandeo 

Coal.for Upper S.Platte 

Denver Water 

CUSP Status 

Invasive  species program 

October Rob Billerbeck 

Elizabeth Brown 

Colorado State Parks 

Colorado Div. of Wildlife 

Joint presentation on Aquatic Nuisance   

Species (ANS) program 

November Mark Spurgeon Team Evergreen Trail-

blazers 

Grant status 

December Elizabeth Brown 

Chuck Dennis 

Colorado Div. of Wildlife 

SPEB & CO State Forest 

ANS program update 

Forest Insect and Disease report 

2008 Accomplishments 

In 2009, SPEB will welcome two new Board members, Eddie Kochman, at 

Large, and Mark Spurgeon, non-motorized recreation. 
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As required as part of the SPPP, the annual Streamflow Management meeting and the 

Denver Water Planning Task Force meeting were both held on May 14, 2008 at Denver 

Water.  Presentations were made by Dave Bennett of Denver, Jeff Spohn of the Colorado 

Division of Wildlife, and Brian Fitzpatrick of Aurora Water. 

 

A major new program was implemented to research the status of the ORVôs.  This process 

included the formation of three new committees, researching historical documents 

describing the basis of originally establishing the ORVôs, research into the physical 

conditions of the ORVôs today, identification of any threats to the conditions of the ORVôs, 

and investigating organizations that might be interested in receiving grants who are 

addressing the conditions and threats to the ORVôs.  One purpose of this process is to assist 

the Board and ultimately the US Forest Service in determining if the SPPP is being 

successfully implemented. 

 

Other activities included: 

 

Solicitation, analysis and giving of grants. 

The SPEB By-laws were revised. 

Four board members resigned and were replaced. 

Evaluating and writing several letters of support for planning processes, including invasive 

species programs and recreational plans. 

Presentations to outside groups about SPEBôs purpose and status. 

Maintenance of the SPEB website.  

2008 Accomplishments 
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As discussed above, the SPEB oversees an endowment fund created by 

nineteen Front Range water providers and local governments as part of 

the SPPP.  One of the objectives of the SPPP was for these entities to 

contribute at least one million dollars, over the course of three years.  In 

2007, the South Platte Endowment Fund became fully funded.  A list of 

contributions made by each entity is provided in Table 1 below.  The En-

dowment Fund is held in trust by The Denver Foundation.  Figure 1:  Fi-

nancial, page 10, provides a financial statement of activity for the South 

Platte Enhancement Fund, prepared by The Denver Foundation on behalf 

of the SPEB.  Table 2 provides a detailed list of grants issued by the fund. 

 

The SPEB, made up of seventeen representative stakeholders (see òMeet 

our Board Members,ó page 2), determine the allocation of funds, and pro-

vide advice and comment on matters relevant to protecting identified re-

source values within the designated river corridor (see Table 3).  The En-

dowment Fund has been established in such a way to accept funds from 

sources other than the original nineteen Front range water providers and 

local governments.  Such contributions can be made to The Denver Foun-

dation and allocated to the Endowment Fund. 

Financial Report 

Table 1 

Endowment Fund Contributors 
Arapahoe County Water and Wastewater Authority    $    9,382.00 

Castle Pines North Metropolitan District            5,673.00 

Centennial Water & Sanitation District         54,986.00  

City & County of Denver / Board of Water Commissioners     499,844.00  

City of Aurora / Utility Dept.         167,468.00  

City of Englewood            19,996.00  

City of Thornton            31,234.00  

Colorado Springs Utilities           37,493.00  

Cottonwood Water and Sanitation District           3,861.00 

County of Jefferson           37,493.00  

Douglas County Commissioners          37,493.00  

East Cherry Creek Valley Water & Sanitation Dist.        29,880.00  

Inverness Water and Sanitation District           1,680.00 

Meridian Metropolitan District            2,522.00 

Parker Water & Sanitation District          22,496.00  

Pinery Water & Wastewater District            5,695.00 

Roxborough Park Metropolitan District 2          5,009.00 

Stonegate Village Metropolitan District           6,433.00 

Town of Castle Rock           21,362.00  

Total Contributions       $1,000,000 
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Financial Report 

Yes, it has been a 

real bear market 

in 2008. 

Figure 1 
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Financial Report 

Table 2 
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     In addition to over-

seeing the manage-

ment of the Endow-

ment Fund, SPEB is 

charged with develop-

ing a grant program 

focused on protecting, 

preserving, and en-

hancing the resource 

values identified within 

each eligible segment 

of the South Platte 

and North Fork rivers.  

See Figure 2. Eligible 

Segments with Classi-

fications; and Table 3: 

Identified Resource 

Values for each seg-

ment.   

In 2006, SPEB inaugurated its grant program and awarded its first 

grant to the Coalition for the Upper South Platte for $20,000 for its 

òHappy Meadows Projectó ñ a collaborative effort with Colorado Divi-

sion of Wildlife, Park County, Trout Unlimited, Forest Service, residents,  

and private businesses to protect water quality and ecological functions 

of the river segment adjacent to the Happy Meadows Campground. 

 

SPEB reviewed five grants and funded four in 2007:  1) Sugar Creek 

Restoration Project submitted by the U.S. Forest Service; 2) South 

Platte Restoration Project submitted by Teller County; 3) Gill Trail Con-

struction Project submitted by Trout Unlimited, and 4) South Platte 

Sediment Reduction project submitted by Teller County Public Works .  

Total SPEB funding allocated to 2007 projects totaled $63,100. 

 

In 2008, SPEB received three grant requests and awarded grants to 

each of them totaling $22,450.  These projects are described below: 

Figure 2:  River segments eligible for South Platte En-

hancement Fund funding.  Classifications 

(òrecreational, wild and scenicó) correspond with US 

Forest Serviceõs Record of Decision, June 2004. 

Grant Program Update 


