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HALL VALLEY, Col., August 14, 1873. – As may be known to our readers, during the last few months the new mining camp in Hall gulch has rapidly grown in importance, nearly three hundred men being employed either on the works in process of construction by the company or else in prospecting and mining.  Latterly a good deal of lawlessness has manifested itself, more especially since the establishment of a whiskey and gambling outfit by two men named Boice and Hall. So serious at length became the state of affairs that the company decided to engage no more men on their tramway, mines or other works who did not at the same time engage to abstain from patronizing the said establishment.  At the same time, the sale of whiskey was stopped wherever they had authority and a number of the most incorrigible hands dismissed.  

     This no doubt enrages Messrs. Boice and Hall, who had for several days been indulging in threats of serious import, involving the murder of several men against whom they had an especial spite, as it was well-known that they had on previous instances kept their word under much the same conditions, it was confidently believed that they would do so on this occasion and several men expressed their intention of leaving the gulch, being in fear of their lives.  

     On August 12 things came to a crisis.  The whiskey party appeared at the settlement armed with revolvers, threatened several men and pointed their revolvers at others, occasionally varying the program by sending a shot amongst the houses.  In view of the critical position and danger, a party was rapidly armed with rifles and getting within a short distance of the desperadoes, rushed in and disarmed them.  The y first drew their revolvers, but being covered by half a dozen rifles, dropped them when ordered.  They were then securely locked up in an empty storeroom, not however, before they had solemnly declared their intention of shooting those who had now disarmed them the first chance they got.  The company’s officers under these circumstances, decided to send them under a strong escort to Fairplay and hand them over to the authorities and a four-mule team was hitched up for this purpose; but it being late in the afternoon and a night journey being considered undesirable, as an escape would be certainly attempted, it was finally decided to keep them locked up till the morning.  They were about this time asked if they would leave the gulch quietly if allowed to go, their answer being that they would never quit until they had got satisfaction and were even.  

     Accordingly, supper was given them and they remained locked up during the night; vigilantes, the existence of some such organization having been for some time surmised, broke into the storeroom and carried off the men who were found the next morning hanged within a mile of the saw mills.  It may be added that to mark their sincerity in stopping the whisky traffic, all the spirits in store which was in any way under the control of the company was bought up and destroyed.  There has been a perfect exodus of roughs from Hall gulch since yesterday morning and it is suspected that they will not return.  In order, however, to avoid any futures disturbance or action by self-constituted parties, the officers of the company have requested the authorities to appoint a deputy sheriff and a justice of the peace for the protection of the settlement.  

     However deplorable the acts of those who on this occasion took the law in their own hands may be from one point of view, yet from another there is not the slightest doubt but that these men who did so acted on the first law of nature, that of self-preservation. 

